
ILLINOIS SUPER LAWYERS 2006   XX

the firm’s other attorneys are on the 
leading edge of forensic defense in 
blood, breath, and urine testing for alco-
hol and drugs. All of the firm’s attorneys 
have completed a federally approved 

program in field sobriety training, the 
same courses police officers take. Over 
the years they have uncovered improper 
Breathalyzer procedures, falsification of 
results, and errors and malfunctions in 
breath machines.

NOT JUST A CLIENT Armed with this 
specialized training, the attorneys of 
Ramsell, Armamentos & Klis never for-
get that they are representing honest, 
decent people. “In life,” says Ramsell, 
“sometimes bad things happen to good 
people.” The attorneys painstakingly 
present to the judge and prosecutor 
the client’s background, his or her law-
abiding lifestyle and valuable role in the 

family, and other important factors to 
secure a favorable outcome.

A SUPER LAWYER’S CREDENTIALS Donald 
Ramsell is the only attorney in Illinois 
to pass the National College for DUI 
Defense’s Board Certifications as a DUI 
defense attorney, and he is the only Illinois 
DUI defense lawyer in U.S. history to argue 
a DUI case before the U.S. Supreme Court. 
His groundbreaking research into breath-
testing instruments and procedures has 
called thousands of DUI convictions into 
question. Ramsell has lectured nationwide 
on the art of DUI defense, published 
numerous articles, and his firm has been 
featured on television and in newspapers 
and magazines around the world. It’s no 
surprise that Donald Ramsell is once again 
being honored as an Illinois Super Lawyer.
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W hen Donald Ramsell found-
ed Ramsell, Armamentos 
& Klis, LLC in 1986, DUI 
defense attorneys didn’t 

exist. But Ramsell realized that because 
DUI laws are strictly enforced and carry 
steep penalties, people need attorneys 
with expertise in the field. Ramsell is such 
an expert, and his firm has become syn-
onymous with DUI defense.

LEAVING NO STONE UNTURNED With 
Ramsell, Armamentos & Klis, clients are 
assured of a complete defense. “Our 
clients hire us because we have the skill 
and confidence they need when it comes 
to DUI defense,” says Ramsell. The attor-
neys investigate the testing procedures 
used at the scene and at the police sta-
tion, the training of officers involved, 
the weather, the condition of the road, 
signage, lighting, and more. The firm 
also employs scientific experts to bolster 
its clients’ defense.

A SCIENTIFIC APPROACH In addition to 
their investigative expertise, Ramsell and 
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